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Challenges ecology
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Hydromorphological 
pressures

Pollution Other pressures
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Water quality of Austrian rivers in 1968

🡪 Major investments 
in industrial and  urban 
wastewater treatment
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Water quality of Austrian rivers in 2005
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Lake Constanze

Phosphorous concentration (mg/l)

Vienna wastewater

treatment plant

4 Mio. p.e.
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Challenges ecology

National River Basin Management Plan 2021
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 ~13.800 km ~18.300 km

High/good ecological status Moderate to bad ecological status;
Mostly due to hydromorphological pressures;
Flood Protection is a main driver for 
hydro-morphological pressures

Migration barriers: 

ca. 10-20% due to 

hydropower

Significant 

changes in 

morphology

Missing E-flow
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Challenges flood risk management
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HQ30

HQ100

HQ300

W.L.Kozlowski 1932
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Flood risk management and ecology
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Integrative River Basin Management

today

ecology

formerly

flood protection

flood protectionecology

multifunctionality
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River development and risk management concept (GE-RM)

Präsentationstitel 8
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From „space for land use“ towards more „space for rivers“ 

9
River Drau, Obergottesfeld, Carinthia
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Thank you for

your kind

attention!

Ernst Überreiter

Directorate General I - Water Management

ernst.ueberreiter@bml.gv.at
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