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WATER LAW –
 

INSTITUTIONAL FRAMEWORK



 
Public Administration


 

National level -

 

National Water Authority (Instituto da Água – INAG)


 

Regional level -

 

Coordination and Regional Development Commissions


 

River Basin District level –

 

River Basin District Administrations (Administrações 
de Região Hidrográfica – ARH)



 

Local level -

 

Municipalities



 
Public or private entities


 

Users Associations


 

Multipurpose Infrastructures 



 
Advisory bodies 


 

National Water Council


 

River Basin District Council



▪
 

ARH do Norte (North RBDA)


 

Minho and Lima RB


 

Cávado, Ave e Leça RB


 

Douro RB

▪
 

ARH do Centro (Centre RBDA)


 

Vouga, Mondego and Lis RB


 

West Coast RB

▪
 

ARH do Tejo (Tagus RBDA)


 

Tagus RB

▪
 

ARH do Alentejo (Alentejo RBDA)


 

Sado and Mira RB


 

Guadiana RB

▪
 

ARH do Algarve (Algarve RBDA)


 

Algarve RB

RIVER BASIN DISTRICT ADMINISTRATIONS (RBDA) IN PORTUGAL MAINLAND



TAGUS RBDA AREA AND MAIN FIGURES

Portugal
mainland

ARH do Tejo
jurisdiction area 

Area (km2) 89 271 28 077 (31 %)

Population (inhabit.) 9 858 925 3 485 816 (35 %)

Municipalities  (nr.) 278 107 (38 %)

Coastal line (km) 898 261 (32 %)

Bathing  areas  (nr.) 425 124 (29 %)



TAGUS –
 

INTERNATIONAL RIVER BASIN DISTRICT



 
Convention for the Protection and 

 Sustainable Use of Water in the 

 Shared River Basins of Portugal and 

 Spain (Albufeira

 
Convention)



 
Commission for Implementation and 

 Development of the Convention 

 (CADC) ‐

 
Group WFD under CADC



 

Establishment of a list of common 

 activities derived from the 

 Convention and WFD



 

Definition of priority areas for 

 coordination



 

Identification of all boundary and 

 transboundary

 

water bodies Source: Portuguese National Water Plan (INAG, 2002)



TAGUS RBDA MISSION AND VISION



TAGUS RBDA STRATEGIC OBJECTIVES

OE 1 Increase the level of protection, recovery and valorisation of water 
resources

OE 2 Enhance the level of protection of people and assets at risk situation

OE 3 Improve the knowledge and information on water resources

OE 4 Promote public participation and ensure the involvement of institutions

OE 5 Ensure the provision of an excellence service



ARH do Tejo’s ACTIVITIES. MAIN GUIDING PRINCIPLES

Planning

•Rationality
•Integration
•Participation

Environmental

•Environmental 
dimension of water
•Ecosystem 
approach
•Prevention
•Correction at 
source
•Subsidiarity

Socioeconomics

•Water as a social 
good
•Water as an economic 
good
•User-pays
•Pollutant-Pays

Management

•Rationalization
•Service qualification 
•Economic and 
financial sustainability
•Transparency
•Communication
•Accountability



TAGUS RBDA STRUCTURE

Statutory Auditor

Laboratory
Division

Legal Issues
Division

Permits
Division

Water Status
Division

West Sub-Regional 
Division

Caldas da Rainha

Coastal Management
Division

Information Systems 
Division

East Sub-Regional 
Division
Santarém

Planning and Information 
Department 

Administrative, Financial 
and Legal Department

Inland Waters
Department

Coastal Waters
Department

Infra-structures
Division

Delegation
Abrantes

Delegation
Portalegre

Delegation
Castelo Branco

Delegation
Guarda

Human Resources  
Division

Presidency River Basin District 
Council



MAIN WATER RESOURCES PLANNING AND MANAGEMENT INSTRUMENTS


 

River basin management plans


 

Tagus Estuary Spatial Plan


 

Coastal area spatial plans


 

Economic and financial regime of water uses


 

Licensing of water resource uses


 

Information and decision support systems



ARH do Tejo –
 

A CERTIFIED ORGANIZATION (ISO 9001:2008)



TAGUS RIVER BASIN MANAGEMENT PLAN (RBMP) -
 

CHRONOGRAM

1. Characterization
2. Monitoring
3. Status assessment
4. Economic analysis

1. Characterization
2. Monitoring
3. Status assessment
4. Economic analysis
5. Diagnose
6. Objectives definition
7. Measures

1. Monitoring
2. Status assessment
3. Economic analysis
4. Diagnose
5. Objectives definition
6. Measures

1. PP report
2. Resume
3. Environmental report

1. Reports
2. Environmental report



TAGUS RBMP –
 

APPROACHES AND METHODOLOGIES 



TAGUS RBMP –
 

APPROACHES AND METHODOLOGIES 



“....the best water quality simulation model is the 

 simplest one that will adequately predict the water 

 quality impacts within a particular water body 

 associated with a particular water quality 

 management policy.”

Daniel P. Loucks, Cornell University

TAGUS RBMP –
 

APPROACHES AND METHODOLOGIES; PILOT STUDIES 



“Connecting GIS data with observational data is connecting space and time“

“We can study the properties of water itself as they vary in space and time, and not just the 

 watersheds, rivers, and aquifers through which water flows. That

 
is so important for better 

 understanding how water impacts human life and sustains living communities. Access to 

 water information through the iPad and iPhone are also breakthroughs – water information 

 everywhere, all the time! Water is so vital to people and we are

 
bringing knowledge of 

 water closer to them.”

David Maidment, Texas (Austin) University

TAGUS RBMP –
 

APPROACHES AND METHODOLOGIES; PILOT STUDIES 



•
 

Pilot river basin: Alviela, Almonda e Sorraia

•
 

Partners: Municipalities, users, water and sewerage  

 service providers, NGO and others.

•
 

Main objectives: 

•

 

Development 

 

and 

 

application 

 

of 

 

models 

 

to 

 

support 

 licensing 

 

and 

 

surveillance 

 

activities, 

 

including 

 

floods, 

 water status and impact analysis aspects.

•

 

Further application to other river basins.

•

 

Enable 

 

the 

 

competent 

 

authority 

 

to 

 

implement 

 

a 

 

sound 

 and proactive water resources management. 

TAGUS RBMP –
 

APPROACHES AND METHODOLOGIES; PILOT STUDIES 



•

 

Pilot 

 

groundwater 

 

bodies: 

 

Torres 

 

Vedras 

 

e 

 

Monforte/ 

 

Alter 

 do Chão

•

 

Partners: 

 

Municipalities, 

 

users, 

 

water 

 

and 

 

sewerage   service 

 providers, NGO and others.

•

 

Main objectives: 

•

 

Development 

 

and 

 

application 

 

of 

 

models 

 

to 

 

support 

 licensing 

 

and 

 

surveillance 

 

activities, 

 

including 

 

water 

 quality, 

 

vulnerability, 

 

droughts 

 

and 

 

impact 

 

analysis 

 aspects

•

 

Further application to other groundwater bodies.

•

 

Enable the competent authority to implement a sound 

 and proactive water resources management. 

TAGUS RBMP –
 

APPROACHES AND METHODOLOGIES; PILOT STUDIES 



TAGUS RBMP –
 

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION

•

 

Posters and leaflets (> 3000) 

•

 

1 Promoting Film

•

 

Project oriented collaborative application

•

 

Posters and leaflets (> 3000) 

•

 

1 Promoting Film

•

 

Project oriented collaborative application

Public 

 
consultation of:

Timetable
Work 

 
programme

February/
July 2007

February/
July 2009

1st

 

RBMP 

 
Participation 

 
Events

November/
December 2010 2011 6 Months March 2012

October/2010
RBMP

(version 1)

January/2011
RBMP

(version 2)

April/2011
RBMP

(version 3)

July/2011
RBMP

(PP version)

March/2012
RBMP publication
(Final version) 

Publication

May 

 
2010

Beginning

2008
March/April

Public 

 
consultation of:
Significant water 

 
management 

 
issues (SWMI)

RBC6 RBC7

RBC8

RBC5 CRH2nd

 

RBMP 

 
Participation 

 
Events

2011

Communication and publicizing initiatives



6 Months March 2012

July/2011
RBMP

(PP version)

March/2012
RBMP publication

(final version) 

Publication

RBC8

RBC

T1 ‐

 

Mix of 

 

communication 

 

and divulgation 

 

initiatives

T2 ‐

 

1st

 

Public 

 

participation 

 

sessions

Month 1 Month

 

2 Month

 

3 Month

 

4 Month

 

5 Month

 

6

T3 ‐

 

Sectoral 

 

workshops

T5 ‐

 

2nd

 

Public 
participation 

sessions / Pilot 

 

studies sessions

T6 – End of 

 

process

RBC

T0 – Reports 

 

divulgation

T4 ‐

 

Preliminary 

 

assessment

 

T4 ‐

 

Preliminary 

 

assessment

RBC RBC

Public consultation on going:

•4 multi stakeholders fora

•4 sectoral workshops

•3 pilot studies sessions

•1 Spanish and Portuguese  joint session

•3 RBC (River Basin Council)

•Posters and leaflets

•Project oriented collaborative application

•Preliminary assessment report

Public consultation on going:

•4 multi stakeholders fora

•4 sectoral workshops

•3 pilot studies sessions

•1 Spanish and Portuguese  joint session

•3 RBC (River Basin Council)

•Posters and leaflets

•Project oriented collaborative application

•Preliminary assessment report

TAGUS RBMP –
 

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION



Strategic Lines:

•Tejo, as a reference of environmental quality

•Tejo, as a territory of economic development

•Tejo, as a space of leisure

•Tejo, as a cultural and natural heritage

•Tejo, a territory of I&D

•Tejo, as a waterway

TAGUS RIVER STRATEGIC PLAN –
 

ALIVE AND LIVING RIVERS



WORLD WATER ASSESSEMENT PROGRAMME (UNESCO)



ON-LINE LICENSING



ON-LINE LICENSING –
 

USER DATA



ON-LINE LICENSING –
 

LICENSE SELECTION



ON-LINE LICENSING –
 

WATER USE LOCATION AND CHARACTERISTICS



ON-LINE LICENSING –
 

LIST OF LICENSES 



INSTRUMENTS OF COMUNICATION AND PARTICIPATION
WEBPAGE – www.arhtejo.pt PUBLICATIONS “TÁGIDES”

NEWSLETTER “INFOTEJO”

PUBLIC SESSIONS AND WORKSHOPS 



PUBLIC PARTICIPATION SESSIONS

http://www.arhtejo.pt/c/document_library/get_file?uuid=120e1912-6429-49fa-9761-66c5c302c9ae&groupId=10225
http://www.arhtejo.pt/c/document_library/get_file?uuid=b12f8dd4-475d-41ba-ad02-8d575d019864&groupId=10225
http://www.arhtejo.pt/c/document_library/get_file?uuid=c088bb4c-56b8-4890-b75b-16823adc6145&groupId=10225
http://www.arhtejo.pt/c/document_library/get_file?uuid=d2273828-6b44-4a48-b449-fa951737d969&groupId=10225
http://www.arhtejo.pt/image/image_gallery?uuid=9c9d4522-c91b-4149-9a6f-8c725408d6f6&groupId=10225&t=1300724184424
http://www.arhtejo.pt/c/document_library/get_file?uuid=c6a4ba8c-54f7-4199-9707-e83521961c55&groupId=10225
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