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Session 1. Engaging basin actors in the evaluation and evolution of the Water 

Directives 

 
With the deadline of 2027 in mind, organizations in charge of the implementation of the 
Water Framework Directive (WFD) get prepared to run to the finish line.   
 
But this run should not be a rush, 2027 is not the end of the story, and there is still a need to 
assess the implementation of water directives, and WFD in particular. 
 
The “Fitness check” (public policy evaluation) carried out by the European Commission proved 
to be a useful process in this regard, as it has provided insights and guidance that will be 
discussed throughout this session, along with the following questions:  

● How can participatory basin management and consultation of basin stakeholders 
help improve the overall implementation of water directives and in particular the 3rd 
cycle of River Basin Management Plans 2021-2027?  

● What are the prospects for the evolution in the implementation of the WFD beyond 
2027? 

● After 2027, what should be done in basins that failing to achieve good ecological 
status (and conversely, what should be done in basins succeeding in achieving this 
obejctive)?  

 

 

 

Session 2. Economic tools for basin management: integrating environment and 

biodiversity in cost-recovery 

 
Despite significant progress in the implementation of the Water Framework Directive (WFD) 
and of the Floods Directive (FD), many challenges remain to meet the requirements set by 
these directives within set timeframes. As highlighted by the Fitness Check, significant gaps 
remain in particular in terms of the investments and financing secured by Member States for 
water management. 
 
Thus, ambitious financing strategies are still required to support the achievement of the 
objectives of the two directives. 
 
In order to address these challenges in times of budget constraints, basin organisations and 
district authorities will have to make a better use of economic tools for water management.  
During this session, the following solutions will be discussed:  

● Optimising investment decisions by securing the access to fundings at various levels 
but also by relying on economic tools (cost-effectiveness analysis, cost-benefit 
analysis and others...) supporting decision-making and the development of programs 
of measures, 

● Continuing and improving the application of the “user-pays” and “polluter-pays” 
principles, in particular at basin level, 

● Improving the consideration and integration of costs related to climate change and 
biodiversity preservation, integration of financing mechanisms for Nature-Based 
Solutions and establishment of payments for ecosystem services. 
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Session 3. Sustainable quantitative management of water resources 

 
Even in Europe, a territory that still benefits from a mainly temperate climate, droughts and 
water scarcity are gaining ground throughout the continent, under a variety of pressures, 
including the impacts of climate change and unreasonable consumption and production 
patterns. 
 
This session will be an opportunity to exchange experiences on regulations and current 
guidance (incl. The 2021 EU Strategy on Adaptation to Climate Change), tools and methods 
of sustainable quantitative management of water resources that have demonstrated their 
effectiveness in preventing, managing and limiting the impacts of water scarcity and 
droughts. 
 

● How can basin management planning improve quantitative management of water 
resources? 

● Do organizations in charge of basin management have a role to play in improving the 
control over the water demand, for instance by supporting water use efficiency 
programs and tools that create virtuous incentives, like water pricing or subsidizing 
projects intended to improve water management according to the “user-pays”      
principle? 

● How can the implementation of Integrated Water Resources Management (IWRM) at 
basin level contribute to a well thought-out development of water supply, for 
instance by supporting reuse of treated wastewater, artificial recharge of 
groundwater, rainwater collection, Nature-Based Solutions (NBS) and, more broadly, 
(natural) water retention measures? 

 
 
 

Session 4. Special panel on “International cooperation & basin management” 

 
Cooperation for the management of transboundary basins is, in Europe, part of a 
sophisticated legal framework including European Union regulations (e.g. WFD) as well as 
the UNECE 1992 Water Convention (also known as the Helsinki Convention).  
This session will be an opportunity to present major progresses made by European 
transboundary basin organizations, but also more broaldy, to exchange on international 
cooperation projects and initiatives between EU and non-EU Countries. 

 

 

 

Workshop on water and biodiversity 

 
Every year a technical workshop is organised on a subject of interest, a “hot topic” in the 
current European.  
The objectives of the workshop will be to frame a specific thematic issue in its European 
frame and to provide a platform for feedbacks and exchanges of experiences between 
Member States, basin organizations or research projects on this particular issue. 
In order to keep as much interactions as possible the workshop will be structures around 
polls and short sessions where participants will be divided into working groups.  
 
 
 
In 2021, this workshop will focus on: 

“Digital technology at the service of basin management  
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and the preservation of aquatic biodiversity” 
 
For the record, here are the topics addressed in the previous editions of the workshop, in the 
past four years: 

● 2020: CAP and Green deal “the New common agricultural policy (CAP): An 

opportunity for water policies?” 
● 2019: “Integration of Nature-Based Solutions (NBS) into Water Framework Directive 

Programmes of Measures (PoMs) 
● 2018:  “Invasive Alien Species (IAS): how to develop solutions for preventing and 

managing their introduction and spread?” 
● 2017: "Circular economy and water re-use; what solutions and what rolein the River 

Basin Management Plans ?". 


