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Established in 2012 as a general network by
and for young people to ‘Inform, Engage and
Empower young people around the world.
The organization helps young people to
engage in the local, regional and global
management of water. One of the themes is
transboundary  water cooperation. The

organization engages in global plattorms,
including the UN Major Group ot Children
and  Youth and the UNECE Water

Convention.
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Questions that we want to address

e Why do we need complete, accessible, and usable data for DSS;
e Why data sharing and scientific evidence are essential to DSS;

 Why youth participation can be an important tool to improve DSS;
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Decision Support System (DSS)

e Essential tool to manage and govern water resources;
e Integrate ditterent data related to water resources (surface and
groundwater);

e Provide relevant data and information to interested parties;

e Potential tool in preventing contlicts and promoting cooperation;

e |ts development and implementation are a challenge;

o Complex;

o Lack of tinancial resources and institutional knowledge exchange;

o Lack technical and institutional capabilities;

‘ o Asymmetric information;
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Challenges X Opportunities

e Development process
e Public participation and engagement of ditferent stakeholders
e Training and cooperation
e Not only a technical and economic model
o GIS and visualization tools
o Costs and etfects
o Ditterent policies and management alternatives
e Account for other tfactors beyond beneftit X cost (quantitative analysis)
e 2030 Agenda and SDGs

‘ o holistic and cross-disciplinary approaches
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Youth Engagement in DSS
* Major subset of communities
e New paradigm for decision-making in relation to water resources
o powertul tool to develop their capacity to shape their environment
o lack of mechanisms in the law to promote this participation
= Regressive Normative Framing
> no formalized approaches to ensure this is done properly
o trequently considered an added risk rather than an added value.
e Strong youth-led contributions on surveillance, monitoring, planning,

research, among others.

‘ > Meaningful Youth Engagement
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Youth Engagement Continuum of Decision-Making

Young people are MAKING DECISIONS

-.-I|I.|:.Zl... RONCY 125UES, PIOETallls, -.-Irll.'I

Young people are engaged in activities

that INFLUENCE the development and the

Young people are engaged in activities

that INFORM the planning, design,

delivery , implementation, and ongoinj implementation policies, programs, and practices that affect their lives, their

evaluation pf programs and practices practices that address problems in their peers, and their communities.

designed by youth. community.

Source: Maryland Governor's Office for Children and the Children’s Cabinet
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Youth Engagement in DSS

LEGEND

- High participation

Low participation

Mon-participation

CONSULTATION Stakeholders are consulted (one-way upward flow of information)

INFORMATION Stakeholders receive information (one-way downward flow of information)

AWARENESS Stakeholders know that something is happening

IGNORANCE Stakeholders do not know what is happening

Source: Basco-Carrera et al, 2007, p.3
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THANK YOU!

FACEBOOK

www.facebook.com/WaterYouthNetwork/

TWITTER

www.twitter.com/WaterYouthNet

INSTAGRAM

www.instagram.com/wateryouthnet/




