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Dear Distinguished Guests,
Ladies and Gentlemen,
Good afternoon!

I feel very pleased to attend the Water Leaders Summit of the 5th
International Yellow River Forum to exchange experience, share
achievements, and explore possible solutions in depth with everyone
here around issues related to integrated water resources management
which attract the world s attention. On behalf of Ministry of Water
Resources, People S”Republ'ic of China, I would like to express my
warmest welcome to every distinguished guest present here.

China is a developing country with the largest population in the worid.
The Chinese government has attached great importance to water issues
since 1949. A series of effective measures have been employed and
remarkable progress has been achieved in the fields of water resources
development, utilization, conservation, protection and management.
Currently, the annual water supply capacity of China exceeds 700
billion m3, which can basically secure water consumption for daily
life, production and ecology purposes. Since the initiation of Reform
and Opening-up Policy three decades ago, China has achieved a high
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economic growth rate of nearly 10% per annum in spite of a low water
use growth rate at 1% per annum on average. The grain output has
increased by nearly 78% during the same petiod with zero growth in total
volume of farmland irrigation water consumption. This achievement is an
important contribution to economic development and food security in the
world. However, we should be soberly aware of the fact that the basic
water conditions of China, namely, a large population with limited water
availability, uneven temporal and spatial distribution of water resources
and the mismatch between water resources distribution and the
productivity layout, will exist for a long time. More hard work is required
to solve water problems in China. Along with further industrialization and
urbanization as well as increasing impacts of global climate change, water
resources management in China will see even more severe challenges
and tedious tasks in future. In 2011, the Chinese government released
an important policy document on accelerating reform and development
of water sector and convened a highest-level national conference on
water sector. In January 2012, the Chinese government promulgated the
Opinions on Implementing the Strictest Water Resources Management
System, specifying Three Red Lines, namely, control of water
development and utilization, control of water use efficiency and control of
pollutants load in water function zones and is now carrying out foliowing
measures to implement the strictest water resources management

system.

Firstly, put total water consumption quantity under strict control
to promote sustainable utilization of water resources. The Chinese
government will commence full scale operation of water resources
allocation plans for rivers, eétablish indicator systems for control of total

8




water withdrawal and consumption quantities that cover river basins and
administrative regions at provincial, municipal and county levels, and
strive to keep total water consumption quantities of different regions
in a scientific and reasonable range. Efforts will be enhanced to assess
project impacts on water resources and implement the permit system
for water withdrawal. High water consumption projects in areas of water
shortage and/or fragile ecology shall be placed under strict control, so
as to fix demand according to water supply, match human activities with
availability of water and tailor solutions to corresponding water situations.
In addition, we will establish and improve a national water right system,
proactively cultivate the water market and encourage trading of water
rights so as to rationally allocate water resources with the use of market
mechanisms to promote efficient use and saving and protection of water

resources.

Secondly, strengthen control of water use efficiency to build a water-
saving society in an all-round way. Water use quota and planned
management will be reinforced, and mandatory standards of water
saving will be set and followed. In addition, we will speed up water-
saving technology transformation in irrigation areas, promote water-
saving irrigation technologies, and develop modern water-saving
agriculture. For the industrial sector, we should enhance water-saving
technology transformation, eliminate backward technologies, equipments
and products, intensify efforts to improve urban water supply network,
and enhance water supply and public water consumption management
to thoroughly advance urban water conservancy. Additionally, sewage
treatment and reuse of treated water should be promoted, sea water
desalinization and comprehensive utilization should be adopted, and the
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utilization of rainwater, flood water resources and brackish water shouid

be advanced.

Thirdly, restrict pollutant discharge in water function zones to reinforce
water resources protection. We should divide river and lake water
bodies into different function zones in line with the natural condition
and the demand of economic and social development, so as to
implement different protection and management methods to different
zones. Pollutant absorption capacity of water bodies should be defined
strictly, the total amount of pollutant discharged should be controlied
in accordance with the law, supervision and management of emission
outlets along rivers and drinking water supply sources should be
strengthened, and the reduction of major pollutant emission should
be advanced. Meanwhile, we should strengthen the protection of key
ecological reserves, areas for cultivation of water sources, sources of
rivers and wetlands. Measures such as control of poliution sources and
interception of pollutants, dredging of rivers and lakes and biological
restoration will be 'i'ﬁtegrated to comprehensively harness water ecology
of rivers and lakes and promote water ecology recovery of ecologically-
fragile rivers and areas.

Fourthly, promote the connecting of rivers and lakes water systems to
‘improve the capacity of water allocation. The construction of river, lake
and reservoir connecting system should be carried out based on key river
courses, important controliing reservoirs and major inter-major water
transfer projects such as the South-to-North Water Transfer Project. -
Water systems connecting different rivers, lakes and reservoirs should be
deveioped to facilitate smooth water supply and drainage, proper water
diversion and discharging, adjustment of water between flood periods
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and dry seasons, multiple complementary sources of water, and smooth
control and regulation, in order to set up a strategic allocation pattern
of balancing water resources in south and north China, complementing
water resources between the eastern and west parts of China, and
connecting river systems in key regions.

Fifthly, reinforce performance assessment and supervision to fulfill the
duty of water resources management. Main indicators for development,
utilization, conservation and protection of water resources will be
incorporated into local integrated performance assessment system for
socio-economic development. Local implementation of such requirements
shail be assessed and the assessment results shall be used as an
important basis for rewarding or disciplining local government officials,
The systems of water resources supervision, water‘consumption
measurement and statistics should be improved, capacity building for
national water resources management information system and dyhamic
emergency-responding” monitoring system should be enhanced to
establish water resourbes mohitoring, controlling and management
* platforms at national, basin and local levels, so that monitoring,
early warning and management capacities will enjoy comprehensive
improvement.,

Sixthly, speed up reform and innovation in water section to consolidate
the foundation of water resources management. We should make great
efforts to improve policies and laws development in water resources
management, intensify water administrative enforcement to protect the
system of the strictest water resources management legally. The water
planning system should be advanced to strengthen the implementation
of plans and supervision and-inspection to bring the basic guiding and
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rigid restriction functions of plans into full play. We will improve the
water resources management mechanism that combines catchment
management with administrative regional management, strengthen
integrated water resources management, and make efforts to promote
urban and rural water integration. In addition, we should adopt a strict
system for paid-use of water resources, adjust the standard of water
resources fees, and speed up the establishment of a national water right
system and cultivation of the water market to promote rational circulation

of water rights.

Ladies and gentlemen, China has actively explored new ways in water
resources management and obtained prominent achievements, but water
resources problem is currently still an outstanding bottleneck for Chinas
sustainable economic and social development. The Chinese government
will take the opportunity of comprehensively implementing the strictest
water resources management system to further intensify integrated
water resources management, and strive to coordinate socio-economic
development with the carrying capacity of water resources and the
water environment. In the meantime, China is willing to further improve
the exchange and cooperation with other countries in the field of water
resources management, work together with the international community
to address difficulties and challenges, promote reasonable allocation of
water resources, water resources conservancy, protection and efficient
utilization and make new and greater contribution to global sustainable

development.

Thank you.
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