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Dear Colleagues, Ladies and Gentlemen



The Danube is diverse – 
ecologically, socially, politically

Most international River Basin in the World, 19 Countries, 81 M inh.
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From spring to Black Sea, the Danube is about 2800 kilometers long, making it the second-longest European river after the Volga. Its catchment area, the Danube River Basin, extends into the territories of 19 countries and comprises of more than 800,000 square kilometres or about 10 percent of Continental Europe. This part of Europe is highly diverse: The Danube passes a high variety of cultures, landscapes and ecosystems and is home to over 80 million people. 



Human activities 
damaged the Danube
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Historically, these ecosystems were under pressure through human activities: households, industries and agriculture contributed to a decrease in water quality for decades. Problems built up that could not be addressed by individual countries. With the fall of the Iron Curtain in 1989, a new window of opportunity opened for the Danube countries: As the divide between Eastern and Western Europe disappeared, the need for cooperative water management was more obvious than ever. 



Danube River 
Protection Convention

29 June 1994
Sofia - Bulgaria

• Protection of water / ecological resources
• Sustainable use of water in Danube River Basin
• Reduce inputs of nutrients and hazardous substances

ICPDR coordinates implementation of 
EU Water Framework Directive
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On 29 June 1994, the main Danube Basin countries signed the “Danube River Protection Convention” in Sofia, Bulgaria. Rivers do not know borders, and therefore, river management ought to reach beyond single countries. In this spirit, the convention defined three main areas that required action: The protection of water and associated ecological resources; the sustainable use of water in the Danube Basin; and the reduction of inputs of nutrients and hazardous substances. Today, the ICPDR also coordinates the contracting parties’ efforts to implement the EU Water Framework Directive and the EU Floods Directive in the Danube River Basin.



Contracting Parties

Bosnia & Herzegovina
Serbia
Montenegro
Romania
Bulgaria
Rep. of Moldova
Ukraine
European Union

Germany
Austria
Czech Republic
Slovakia
Hungary
Slovenia
Croatia
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Today, the Danube River Protection Convention has 15 contracting parties: 14 countries and the European Union. Together, they form the International Commission for the Protection of the Danube River. The permanent secretariat of the ICPDR is based in Vienna and started its work in 1998.
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The ICPDR consists of the delegations of its contracting parties and the EU. This panel meets twice a year, once in December, once in June. It is supported in operative issues by the permanent secretariat, which has about 12 members of staff. In addition, there are currently seven expert groups and several task groups for specific topics. The expert groups draw their members from the contracting parties, typically the relevant ministries of countries. Expert groups meet twice or three times a year. 



Stakeholder Involvement: 
22 Observers
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As of 2012, 22 stakeholders have official observer status within the ICPDR. They include organizations from areas such as hydropower, navigation, tourism – but also several internationally active environmental NGOs. Not only do observers get invited to the two main meetings of the ICPDR, they can also attend all expert group meetings. They have no vote, but their involvement goes further than in most other international organizations

http://www.dredging.org/
http://biology.usgs.gov/s+t/SNT/noframe/ms137f01.htm
http://www.iad.gs/
http://www.unesco.org/water/ihp/


TransNational Monitoring 
Network (TNMN)
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The Transnational Monitoring Network or TNMN is an integrated monitoring system coordinated by the ICPDR. Formally launched in 1996, it was revised in 2006 to meet all provisions of the EU Water Framework Directive. It aims to provide a well-balanced overall view of pollution and long-term trends in water quality and pollution loads in the major rivers in the Danube River Basin. It includes 79 monitoring locations with up to three sampling points across the Danube and its main tributaries. The minimum sampling frequency is 12 times per year for chemical parameters in water and twice a year for biological parameters.



Significant Water 
Management Issues

Organic 
Pollution

Nutrient 
Pollution

Hazardous 
Substances Pollution

Hydromorphological

 
Alterations

Présentateur
Commentaires de présentation
The WFD requires water management according to the outlines of natural river basins and corresponding management plans. All countries of the ICPDR, including the non-EU countries, agreed to implement the WFD. The development of the Danube River Basin Management Plan was based on the assessment of the environmental conditions in the basin. This analysis led to the identification of four problem areas, called Significant Water Management Issues: Organic Pollution, Nutrient Pollution, Hazardous Substances and Hydromorphological Alterations.



Reflects

• Water status of the DRB waters

• Significant Water Management Issues

Includes
• Joint Programme of Measures
• Evaluation on measure implementation
Enables
• Conclusions on investment & funding 

Danube River Basin 
Management Plan

Présentateur
Commentaires de présentation
The Danube River Basin Management Plan has basin-wide relevance and 6-year implementation cycles. The current cycle is running from 2009 to 2015; the next DRBMP is already in preparation. It reflects the chemical and ecological water status of the DRB waters and Significant Water Management Issues; includes the “Joint Programme of Measures” and an evaluation on measure implementation; and it allows conclusions on investment and funding.
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Municipalities generate around 60% of the wastewater discharge in the Danube River Basin, and much of this wastewater is released into rivers not sufficiently treated. Inadequate treatment of municipal wastewater has been identified a severe problem in the Danube River Basin. Among other measures, the ICPDR encourages that more nutrients are removed from municipal wastewaters in wastewater treatment plants and water pollution from landfills must be prevented. Until 2015, many plants will be modernised or newly built according to the River Basin Management Plan.



Connectivity & 
Fish Migration

Source: www.biotactic.com
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Migratory fish species, such as sturgeons or Danube Salmon, are good indicators of the ecological condition of the entire Danube River Basin.  The Danube itself as well as its tributaries are key migration routes. Through test sites and best practice cases, the ICPDR fosters the development of fish passes, wetland reconnection and habitat protection. This has a positive effect not only on fish populations, but also on landscape diversity and biodiversity.



Ministerial Meeting 
February 16, 2010

Inter-sectoral effort needed: 
Governments alone do not manage water resources
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In February 2010, the ICPDR hosted a Ministerial Meeting for its contracting parties. In the course of this meeting, the Danube River Basin Management Plan was adopted and the Danube Declaration was signed. This document reinforced the commitment of the Danube Basin countries for transboundary cooperation in water management, but also emphasised the need for more inter-sectoral cooperation. This means, that economic, environmental and socio-cultural interests need to be taken into consideration for policy planning. 



Joint Statement 
on Navigation
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As a consequence of the Danube Declaration, the ICPDR has increased its efforts to engage in a dialogue with different sectors. This resulted in the publication of the Joint Statement on Inland Navigation in cooperation with the International Sava Commission and the Danube Commission. This document formalises the commitment to a sustainable development of navigation routes in way that environmental, economic and social needs are balanced. A manual on good practices in inland waterway development guides waterway managers to perform their work in balance with environmental needs. 



… is a stakeholder in water management 
(affects water through actions or lack thereof)

… can act as an innovator & leader

… can be a partner in projects

Business…

M
el

lo
/IC

P
D

R

Présentateur
Commentaires de présentation
Water management inevitably involves private players. Businesses use water for their activities, be it as an ingredient in their products, be it as a waterway, or as an element in their supply chain. Private companies are therefore stakeholders in water management who affect water through actions or lack of actions; companies can act as an innovator and leader in water management; and particularly relevant for the ICPDR, companies can be partners in projects.



• Promote best practice in environmental management

• Implement projects supporting Danube countries

• Operate in the Danube basin

• Share the vision of the ICPDR

Business Friends 
of the Danube
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Therefore, the ICPDR launched the “Business Friends of the Danube” in an effort to align corporate activities with the objectives of the Danube River Protection Covention. The objectives of the “BFoD” are to promote best practice in environmental management, to implement projects supporting Danube countries, to operate in the Danube basin and to share the vision of the ICPDR. 

http://images.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/de/thumb/d/dd/ORF_logo.svg/709px-ORF_logo.svg.png&imgrefurl=http://de.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bild:ORF_logo.svg&h=303&w=709&sz=12&hl=en&start=1&um=1&tbnid=e3dAO89HI3_WdM:&tbnh=60&tbnw=140&prev=/images?q=logo+orf&um=1&hl=en&sa=N
http://www.borealisgroup.com/


Promoting Danube solidarity

Danube Day: June 29
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The most successful cooperation between the ICPDR and a company is the “Green Danube Partnership” with the Coca Cola system. It provides means for outreach activities such as “Danube Day” on the 29th of June. This river festival is celebrated in all 14 basin countries through the efforts of nearly 500 partner organisations. They arrange around 150 different events, ranging from creative competitions to educational workshops. Throughout the basin, Danube Day has about 60,000 participants. Many more are reached via mass media.



International Thiess 
Riverprize

In 2007 the ICPDR was 
awarded the prestigious 
International Riverprize for 
excellent water resource 
management!

September 2007, Brisbane, Australia
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In 2007, the ICPDR was awarded the prestigious International Riverprize for excellent water resource management. Since then, the commission has increased its efforts in liaising with other river commissions through exchanges, study visits and supporting their activities on site. Of particular importance is the cooperation with the Orange River Senqu Commission ORASECOM in southern Africa. 



European Riverprize

Vienna

12th of September 
2013
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In 2012, a memorandum of understanding was signed between the ICPDR and the International River Foundation (IRF) that foresees the establishment of a European Riverprize to complement the International RiverPrize. It will be awarded for the first time in 2013, and will be held as an annual event. The ICPDR will serve as a launching platform and will coordinate the efforts of several partner organizations. 



Further information: www.icpdr.org

Thank you!
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Thank you for your attention. Please note that you can find further information on our website, where you can also download all documents mentioned in my presentation. I am happy to answer your questions.
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